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o ~ s c n l s E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I f  known) P H v s l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  +-  
The mansion a t  E l s ing  Green i s  a two-story s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  shape of 
a  U .  I t s  w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  random glazed headers  both  
above ant3 below t h e  double moulded water  t a b l e  cap. Rubbed b r i c k  appears  
a t  t h e  corners  and around a l l  the  windows; gauged brickwork i s  found i n  
t h e  b e l t  course ,  splayed f l a t  a r ches  over a l l  t h e  windows ( sa id  t o  be among 
the  deepes t  i n  Vi rg in i a ) ,  and i n  t h e  pedimented en t r ance  surround. On t h e  
r i v e r  f r o n t ,  t h e  house i s  seven bays long,  whi le  each s i d e  e l e v a t i o n  i s  
f i v e  bays wi th  a  c e n t e r  door.  The hipped roof and the  modi l l ion  co rn ice  
have both  been r e s to red .  Unfortunately the  house burned i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  
of the  n ine teen th  century ,  and l i t t l e ,  i f  any, of the  o r i g i n a l  woodwork 
su rv ives .  However t h e  e n t i r e  house was c a r e f u l l y  r e s t o r e d  i n  the  1 9 3 0 f s ,  
and proper ly  designed e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry - s ty l e  woodwork was i n s t a l l e d .  

On t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  mansion i s  a  s tory-and-a-half  dependency, circa 
1690, which was probably t h e  e a r l i e r  main house of  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n .  Balancin 
t h i s  dependency on t h e  west i s  t h e  much r e s to red  k i tchen .  A smoke house and 
d a i r y  have been r e b u i l t  on t h e i r  o l d  foundat ions and a r e  symmetrical ly place 
i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  complex. The s c a l e  and fo rma l i ty  of t h i s  complex i s  
accentua ted  on i t s  r i v e r  s i d e  by a  s e r i e s  of  t e r r a c e s  which lead t o  the  
Pamunkey River. While, on t h e  land s i d e ,  t h e  mansion i s  approached on 
a x i s  by a  long avenue about  a  m i l e - i n  l eng th .  
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The land on which t h e  mansion house was subsequently b u i l t  was o r i g i n a l l y  
owned by Colonel  William Dandridge, and i s  s a i d  t o  have been named f o r  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and p a r i s h  of  E l s ing  i n  Norfolk, England, t h e  homc of Colonel 
Dandridge. For many yea r s  the  land was t h e  home of William Burnet t  Brown 
who probably buil: t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  circa 1690, which now se rves  a s  the 
e a s t  dependency of t h e  main house. According t o  an in sc r ibed  plaque, 
t h e  main house was b u i l t  i n  1758 by Car t e r  Braxton, one of the  s i g n e r s  
of the  Declara t ion  of Independence, who was n o t  pleased wi th  the  house 
a f t e r  he occupied i t ,  and l a t e r  s o l d  i t .  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  E l s ing  Green i s  a  d i s t ingu i shed  and unusual example 
of a  V i rg in i a  mansion of t h e  mid-eighteenth century ;  i t s  U-shaped p lan  
i s  unique f o r  a  home of  i t s  s i z e ,  and t h e  brickwork i s  of  t h e  h ighes t  
c o l o n i a l  V i r g i n i a  s tandards .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  being a n  important example 
of c o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  E l s ing  Green has t h e  f u r t h e r  d i s t i n c t i o n  of 
being a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  a  s i g n e r  of t h e  Declara t ion  of  Independency. 

W 

W 

V) 

The e x c e l l e n t  r e s t o r a t i o n  of E l s ing  Green has g r e a t l y  con t r ibu ted  t o  
t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  
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I herehv certify that th is  property is included in the 

t ional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I,aw 

89.665). 1 hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 
Register' 

in the National Register and certify that it has  been 

evaluated accord~ng to the rri teria and procedures s e t  

forth by the Niitianal Park Service. The recommended 
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